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13th Session of the Universal Periodic Review

Statement by the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

at the UPR on India

Madam President,

Sri Lanka warmly welcomes the high-level delegation from India led bythe Hon. Attorney General, and commends the comprehensive statement, and the delegation’s inclusive and proactive engagement.  
As its southern neighbour, Sri Lanka is encouraged to note that India, with its longstanding, vibrant democratic tradition, has as its basis a secular governance structure which has stood the test of time, with the co-existence of peoples belonging to a myriad of religious, ethnic and cultural traditions.  India has over 3 million elected local representatives at the village-level alone, out of which, around 1 million are women. 

We note India’s achievements in the protection of the rights of women and children, minorities, and disadvantaged communities, despite significant challenges. Children have received considerable attention in the 11th Five Year Plan, with initiatives including free and compulsory education for 6 to 14 years olds. 
We acknowledge the significant role played by the Supreme Court of India in interpreting the Constitution with a view to achieving justiciability of economic, social and cultural rights.  We commend India’s rights-based approach to safeguarding food security, and to this end, the National Food Security Bill of 2011.
We recommend that India continues with action to include human rights education in the school curricula.

In conclusion, Madam President, my delegation wishes India all success in its UPR engagement in the second cycle.

Thank you.
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